Attendance
The 2015-2016 school year has begun and staff have exciting plans and high expectations for your child’s learning. I
know that you also have many hopes and dreams for your child’s success in school and beyond.
To make sure those hopes and dreams are realised, I want to ask for your commitment to making sure your child
attends school every day possible this year. The evidence is clear: children with good attendance are more likely to
be successful in school. High attendance rates are linked to high student achievement. This is true for every child
regardless of the year group they are in.
Attendance and punctuality are vital in order for your child to make good progress, and at Eastwood Primary School
and Nursery it is something which we take very seriously. Council Officers meet weekly with school staff to analyse
data on attendance and quickly pick up on children who are developing a pattern of absence or repeated lateness.
They monitor all unexplained and unauthorised absences with school and this includes absences for holidays during
term time. They also look closely at persistent absence. A child is defined as persistently absent when they are away
15% of the time and the authority may under certain circumstance consider issuing you with a Penalty Notice or
other legal action in relation to unauthorised absences.
Penalty notices
A penalty notice can be issued if there is unauthorised leave during term time, which is defined as:






10 sessions (5 consecutive days) or more of unauthorised absence due to leave taken during an academic
year;
Attendance is below 90% during the preceding 12 weeks before the leave was taken
Leave was taken during the month of September
Leave was taken during tests or examinations.
Considered a persistent absence

A penalty notice could result in a fine of £60.00 per child per parent. (For example if the family were mum, dad and
two school age children, the fine would be £240.00)
I am asking for your support in helping your child get to school on time by 8:50 a.m. every day this year. Your child
needs to be in school and engaged in learning to reach their full potential. Please let your child’s teacher know if you
need help dealing with a challenge to your child’s attendance.
Can I remind you of our attendance policy which can be found on the school website or available from the school
office.
If you would like to discuss this further, or feel that you are in need of some assistance to improve punctuality and
attendance please make an appointment to meet with me or Mrs Kennedy (Family Support Worker) via the school
office.
Yours sincerely

Mrs J Batchelor

