Year 2

Educational
visits/visitors
and concrete
experiences
English

Brilliant
beginning
Fabulous
Finish

Autumn- Explorers

Spring- Flight

Summer- Africa

Were Ernest Shackleton and Neil Armstrong
brave?

Why was Amelia Earhart important?

What is life like in the continent of Africa?

Astronaut training

Amelia Earhart day

Dress up as African animal day

Picnic of DT food

Owl visit

Fashion show

Poem: Hamilton Trust – Year 2 – Poetry 2 – Autumn Term –
traditional poems for young children
Poetry genre: Limericks

Poem: Hamilton Trust- Really looking- birds, poetry 2. Write
poems about where they would go if they could fly like a bird
Poetry genre: Haiku.

Poem: African animal calligram poetry modelled by teacher
Poetry genre: Calligrams

Key text: The way back home by Oliver Jeffers
Fiction genre: Quest story
Fiction focus: conjunctions, feelings,
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama
activities,
read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: Hug the text and find a different object in the
cupboard which transports the MC into space.
Invention: Children write own text where the MC finds a
different object and it transports them to a different place
(link to explorers).

.

Non-fiction text: Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram
Non-fiction genre: Recount
Non-fiction focus: Past tense, language of daily routine,
cliffhanger
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama
activities,
read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: Hug the text and write a class recount of a day in
the life of a teacher
Invention: Children choose an explorer they are familiar with
and write a recount- a day in the life of…

Key text: The Snow Dragon by Vivian French
Fiction genre: Traditional tales: The Snow Dragon (BBC
Bitesize KS1), conquering the monster
Fiction focus: Use of conjunctions, sentence structure,
punctuation
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama
activities, read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: Hug the text and write a story where the Most
Royal of Fire Dragons has another wish
Invention: children choose a wish but this time it will be for
the opposite dragon.
Non-fiction text: Wish you were here- Read, Write, Perform
Non-fiction genre: Recount

Key text: The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore by
W.E. Joyce
Fiction genre: finding tale
Fiction focus:
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama activities,
read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: Hug the text and as a class, write a text about
something else which gets destroyed about the wind
Invention: Children choose item which is destroyed by the
wind and write about it.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ad3CMri3hOs

Key text: Zoo by Anthony Browne
Fiction genre: Journey story
Fiction focus:
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama
activities, read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: As a class, decide on a different location for the
animals- circus, rainforest, arctic, and keep the theme of
looking at the animals the same
Invention: Children choose location.

Non- Fiction Text: Crazy Creatures (Read, write perform)
Non-fiction genre: Non-chronological report about an animal

Non-fiction text: Mr Morris Lessmore model text
Non-fiction genre: Non-chronological report
Non-fiction focus: factual sentences, use of conjunction
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama activities,
read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: Children as a class write a non-chronological
report about Amelia Earhart
Invention: Children write another non-chronological report
about another significant individual

Key text: The Great Balloon Hullabaloo, Those Magnificent Sheep
in their Flying Machine by Peter Bently
Fiction genre: Journey
Fiction focus: Author study
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama activities,
read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: Children decide as a class on a different flying
machine which takes them somewhere
Invention: Children choose own flying machine which takes them
on an adventure to somewhere.
Non-fiction text: model text- how to fly a kite
Non-fiction genre: Instructions
Non-fiction focus: Imperative verbs, chronology, expanded noun

Key text: Monkey see, monkey do
Fiction genre: Cumulative tale
Fiction focus:
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama
activities, read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: Children choose a class animal and rewrite the
text based on that animal, e.g. lion see, lion do.
Invention: Children choose own animal.
Non-fiction text: Model text on save the African monkey
Non-fiction genre: Persuasion
Non-fiction focus: persuasive language, use of question
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama
activities, read as a reader, reader as a writer

Non-fiction focus: past tense
Writing across the curriculum:
Writing a bean diary
Maths journaling
Write up of science experiment
Fact files about Neil Armstrong and Ernest Shakleton.

Reading Book List





















Maths



MNP:





The Rainbow Bear by Michael Morpurgo
The Last Polar Bears by Harry Horse
Ice Trap!: Shackleton's Incredible Expedition By:
Meredith Hooper
The Polar Bear Son: An Inuit Tale By: Lydia
Dabcovich
The Polar Bear Explorers' Club By: Alex Bell
The Great Explorer By: Chris Judge
Shackleton's Journey By: William Grill
Scott of the Antarctic By: Evelyn Dowdeswell
The Ice Bear By: Jackie Morris
Tom Crean's Rabbit: A True Story from Scott's
Last Voyage By: Meredith Hooper
You Wouldn't Want to be on Shackleton's Polar
Expedition! By: Jen Green
Who Was Ernest Shackleton? By: James Buckley
Arctic and Antarctic (Eyewitness By: DK
Trapped by the Ice!: Shackleton's Amazing
Antarctic Adventure By: Michael McCurdy
Shackleton's Journey Activity Book By: William
Grill
Man on the Moon By: Simon Bartram
Look Inside: Space By: Rob Lloyd Jones
Ground Control to Major Tim By: Michelle
Robinson
One Giant Leap The story of Neil Armstrong By:
Don Brown
The Sea of Tranquility By: Mark Haddon
Space Poems By: Gaby Morgan
Numbers to 100
Addition and Subtraction
Multiplication of 2, 5 and 10
Multiplication and Division of 2,5 and 10

phrases
Imitation: Internalise the text, use a range of drama activities,
read as a reader, reader as a writer
Innovation: Children choose as a class on a different flying
machine and how to fly it.
Invention: Children write instructions for another flying machine
Writing across the curriculum:
Writing about lives of Amelia Earhart and Wright brothers in
history.
Write up of science experiments.
Maths Journaling

My First Book of Transport By: Collins

I Am Amelia Earhart By: Brad Meltzer

Lost and Found By: Oliver Jeffers

Journey By: Aaron Becker

A Journey Through Transport By: Chris Oxlade

The Great Balloon Hullaballoo By: Peter Bently

Those Magnificent Sheep In Their Flying
Machine By: Peter Bently

Flight School: How to fly a plane step by step By: Nick
Barnard

100 Facts Flight By: Sue Becklake

Flight (Eyewitness) By: DK

i-SPY Aircraft (Michelin i-SPY Guides) i-SPY

i-SPY At the airport: What can you spot? (Collins
Michelin i-SPY Guides) By: i-SPY

The Wright Brothers (Fact Cat: History) By: Jane
Bingham

Who was Amelia Earhart By: Kate Boehm Jerome

Little Wings: The Story of Amy Johnson 2016 By: F. J.
Beerling and Gareth Bowler

Fantastically Great Women Who Changed The World
By: Kate Pankhurst

MNP:





Fractions
Money
Picture Graphs
2D shapes

Innovation: As a class, choose another endangered species
to write a persuasive text about.
Invention: Children choose own animal to write a text about.
Writing across the curriculum:
Habitat descriptions.
Text within presentations in computing.
Fact File on George Seurat
Maths journaling



















MNP:





Journey to Jo'burg By: Beverley Naidoo
The Akimbo Adventures By: Alexander McCall
Smith
Sleep Well, Siba & Saba By: Nansubuga Nagadya
Isdahl
The Butterfly Lion By: Michael Morpurgo
Long Walk to Freedom: Illustrated Children's
Edition By: Chris Van Wyk
The Fastest Boy in the World By: Elizabeth Laird
Meerkat Mail By: Emily Gravett
Tales from Africa By: Kathleen Arnott
Africa Is Not a Country By: Mark Melnicove
African Rapunzel By: Brothers Grimm
Fly Eagle Fly By: Christopher Gregorowski
Chicken in the Kitchen By: Nnedi Okorafor
Letters to Africa By: UCLan
No1 Car Spotter By: Atinuke
Lila and the Secret of Rain By: David Conway
Mama Panya's Pancakes By: Mary Chamberlin
African Animal Alphabet By: Beverly Joubert

3D shapes
Length
Mass
Time

Cross Curricular Maths




History

Measuring mass of ingredients during DT
cooking.
Measuring capacity of watering cans.

Neil Armstrong compared to Christopher Columbus
Shackleton, Scott, Amundsen and Peary
NC Links:

the lives of significant individuals in the past who have
contributed to national and international
achievements.

Geography

North and South pole

Science

NC links:

identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world
in relation to the Equator and the North and South
Poles

name and locate the world’s seven continents and five
oceans

use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the
United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the
countries, continents and oceans studied at this key
stage

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical
features; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

Basic geographical vocabulary- human and physical
features
Plants
NC links:

observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into
mature plants

find out and describe how plants need water, light and
a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy



Construct Paper aeroplane, observe and compare
distances.

Timing of experiments to gain results. Comparing
times using mathematical language.
First aeroplane flight
Compare Amelia Earhart to Wright Brothers
NC Links:

the lives of significant individuals in the past who have
contributed to national and international achievements

events beyond living memory that are significant nationally
or globally
Flight paths, routes on a map, geese, time zones
Fieldwork: Our Airport
NC Link:

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise
landmarks and basic human and physical features; and use
and construct basic symbols in a key

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the
geography of their school and its grounds and the key
human and physical features of its surrounding
environment




Measuring length and width of materials to make
African dress.
Data handling of animal in habitiats.

Human and physical features of Africa
Create map with a key of human and physical featurespyramids, safari parks etc.
NC Link:




identify the location of hot and cold areas of the
world in relation to the Equator and the North
and South Poles
name and locate the world’s seven continents
and five oceans
use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to
recognise landmarks and basic human and
physical features; and use and construct basic
symbols in a key

Uses of everyday materials

Living things and their habitats

NC links:


NC link:




identify and compare the suitability of a variety of
everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic,
glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular
uses
find out how the shapes of solid objects made from
some materials can be changed by squashing,
bending, twisting and stretching






explore and compare the differences between
things that are living, dead, and things that have
never been alive
identify that most living things live in habitats to
which they are suited and describe how different
habitats provide for the basic needs of different
kinds of animals and plants, and how they
depend on each other
identify and name a variety of plants and animals
in their habitats, including microhabitats
describe how animals obtain their food from
plants and other animals, using the idea of a
simple food chain, and identify and name
different sources of food.

Animals including humans
NC Links:

notice that animals, including humans, have
offspring which grow into adults



DT

Art

Computing

DT Focus: Cooking
Dips. Design, make, evaluate, advertise. Cultural variations,
local food produce, recap seasonal food from Year 1,
healthy and varied diet, prepare dishes
NC Links
 use the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet to
prepare dishes
 understand where food comes from.
 Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for
themselves and other users based on design criteria
 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas
through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where
appropriate, information and communication technology
 select from and use a range of tools and equipment to
perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping,
joining and finishing]
 select from and use a wide range of materials and
components, including construction materials, textiles and
ingredients, according to their characteristics
 explore and evaluate a range of existing products
 evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria
Artist: David Hockney- drawing
Drawing perspective, exploring colour, pattern, form,
space. Share ideas, experiences and imagination. Pathway
through own places they have explored.
NC Links
 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make
products
 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and
share their ideas, experiences and imagination
 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in
using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space
 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and
designers, describing the differences and similarities
between different practices and disciplines, and making
links to their own work.
E-safety: Smartie the Penguin (Y2)
Espresso Coding
Appy Hour
NC Links:
 Understand what algorithms are; how they are

DT focus: materials
Make a kite. Design, make, evaluate, build structures which are
strong, stiff and stable.

find out about and describe the basic needs of
animals, including humans, for survival (water,
food and air)

describe the importance for humans of exercise,
eating the right amounts of different types of
food, and hygiene.
DT Focus: Textiles. Fabric printing- African textile patterns.
Create a poncho or wrap dress. African tribal jewellery/
headdress.

NC Links
 Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for
themselves and other users based on design criteria
 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas
through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where
appropriate, information and communication technology
 select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform
practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and
finishing]
 select from and use a wide range of materials and
components, including construction materials, textiles and
ingredients, according to their characteristics
 explore and evaluate a range of existing products
 evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria
 build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger,
stiffer and more stable
 explore and use mechanisms [for example, levers, sliders,
wheels and axles], in their products.
Artist: Constantin Brancusi: Bird in Space- sculpture
Alexander Calder: Fish mobile. Children recreate for a flying
animal/ vehicle.

NC Links
 Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for
themselves and other users based on design criteria
 generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas
through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where
appropriate, information and communication technology
 select from and use a range of tools and equipment to
perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping,
joining and finishing]
 select from and use a wide range of materials and
components, including construction materials, textiles and
ingredients, according to their characteristics
 explore and evaluate a range of existing products
 evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria

NC Links
 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make
products
 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share
their ideas, experiences and imagination
 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using
colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space
 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and
designers, describing the differences and similarities between
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their
own work.

NC Links
 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make
products
 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and
share their ideas, experiences and imagination
 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in
using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space
 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and
designers, describing the differences and similarities
between different practices and disciplines, and making
links to their own work.

E-safety: Follow the Digital Trail

E-safety: Using Keywords

Programming blocks
Children will use Scratch Junior to create 3D blocks and will
create a building which could be used as an airport.

Presenting my ideas
Children will create a presentation combining, text, images,
video and sound and present to an audience. Children will
be introduced to the key elements which make up a
presentation package. They will build upon the previous
unit about information technology and create their own

Appy Hour

Artist: George Seurat- painting
Painting pointillism. Focus on colour, form, texture and
pattern.

implemented as programs on digital devices; and that
programs execute by following precise and unambiguous
instructions
 Create and debug programs
 Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple
coding
 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal
information private; identify where to go for help and
support when they have concerns about content or
contact on the internet or other online technologies.

NC Links:
 Create and debug simple programs
 Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple
programs
 Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store,
manipulate and retrieve digital content
 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal
information private; identify where to go for help and support
when they have concerns about content or contact on the
internet or other online technologies.

E-safety: Staying Safe Online

E-safety: Screen out the Mean

Maze Explorers (Bee-bot)
Children are shown how to program a simple Bee-Bot.
Children to be presented with a selection of obstacles
which the Bee-Bots have to navigate. Students write a
series of commands for how the Bee-Bots will be used to
solve these obstacles. Children then try to program the
Bee-Bots to avoid the obstacles. Link to explorers.

Information Collectors
Children will use a search engine in order to answer a question
or find information. They will learn how to retrieve webpages
or sites from the Favourites folder and begin to understand why
the Favourites folder is used. They will also be shown how to
copy and paste information to a document and how to save
websites as Favourites.
Link to significant individual from theme (Flight)

Appy Hour
Appy Hour
NC Links:
 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal
information private; identify where to go for help and
support when they have concerns about content or
contact on the internet or other online technologies.
 Create and debug simple programs
 Recognise common uses of information technology
beyond school

PE

PSHE

Ball skills
NC Links:

Zig zag through a series of tight markers.

Catch a small ball.

Throw a small ball overarm, using the correct
technique.
Dance
NC Links:

Compare his/her performance to others.

Structure sequences of actions and skills in
different orders to improve performance (speed
/ direction / level / etc)
Healthy Lifestyles: Healthy choices, different feelings;
managing feelings
Growing and changing: Recognising what they are good at;
setting goals. Growing; changing and being more
independent; correct names for body parts (including
external genitalia)

NC Links:
 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal
information private; identify where to go for help and support
when they have concerns about content or contact on the
internet or other online technologies.
 Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store,
manipulate and retrieve digital content
 Recognise common uses of information technology beyond
school
Bat and ball games
NC Links:

Catch a small ball.

Throw a small ball overarm, using the correct
technique.

Gymnastics
NC Links:

Compare his/her performance to others.

Structure sequences of actions and skills in different
orders to improve performance (speed / direction /
level / etc)
Rights and responsibilities: Group and class rules; respecting
their own and others’ needs; groups and communities they
belong to; people who work in the community; getting help in an
emergency.
Environment: Looking after the local environment (cross yeargroup project with Year 1)

presentation to link to theme (Africa/ animal).
Appy Hour
NC Links:
 Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store,
manipulate and retrieve digital content
 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal
information private; identify where to go for help and
support when they have concerns about content or
contact on the internet or other online technologies.
E-safety: Sites I like
Green Screening
Children will create a green screen video linked to theme of
Africa.
Appy Hour
NC Links:
 Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store,
manipulate and retrieve digital content
 Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal
information private; identify where to go for help and
support when they have concerns about content or
contact on the internet or other online technologies.

Athletics
NC links:

Jump for distance controlling the landing.

Jump for height with a controlled landing.

Hop along a straight line using the same foot.
Dance
NC Links:

Compare his/her performance to others.

Structure sequences of actions and skills in
different orders to improve performance (speed
/ direction / level / etc)
Feelings and emotions: Behaviour; bodies and feelings can
be hurt
Healthy relationships: Listening to others and playing
cooperative; appropriate and inappropriate touch; teasing
and bullying.
Valuing difference: Respecting similarities and differences

RE

Music

Keeping Safe: Keeping safe in different situations; how to
ask for help if they are worried about something; privacy in
different contexts.

Money: Where money comes from; saving and spending money;
making choices; keeping track of money spent/ saved.

in others; sharing views and ideas.

Christianity and Buddhism

Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism and Hinduism

Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism and Hinduism

Religious teachers: what do we know about Jesus?
 learn that Jesus is special for Christians
 listen to some stories about Jesus and compare them with
stories about other key religious leaders
 reflect on stories about themselves

Special places
 learn about the key features of religious buildings in the local
area
 talk about how and why such buildings are special for the
communities who use them
 reflect on their own special places

Christianity, Judaism and Hinduism

Christianity and Islam

Why do stories matter?
 identify the characteristics of stories
 reflect on their experiences of stories and storytelling
 suggest possible meanings for a story
 understand that some stories, including stories told by
Jesus are used as a way of teaching people about God and
how people should behave
Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Buddhism and
Hinduism

Celebrations: light and darkness
 respond to images and stories featuring light and
darkness
 reflect on their own feelings and experiences of light and
darkness
 learn that light is an important symbol in some religious
celebrations
 explore the stories and celebrations of some religious
festivals

Why do we care for others?
 understand that religious people believe they have a
responsibility to care for and help others
 explore ways in which these beliefs are put into practice
 reflect on their own values and experiences

Unit: Hands, Feet, Heart
Style: South African styles
Topic and cross curricular links: South African music and
Freedom Songs. Nelson Mandela as a famous and inﬂuential
person in our lifetimes. Historical context of musical styles.
NC:
 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing
songs and speaking chants and rhymes
 play tuned and untuned instruments musically
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of
high-quality live and recorded music
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using
the inter-related dimensions of music.
Unit: Ho Ho Ho
Style: Christmas, Big Band, Motown, Elvis, Freedom Songs
Topic and cross curricular links: Christmas. Literacy Christmas vocabulary. Historical context of musical styles.
NC:
 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing
songs and speaking chants and rhymes
 play tuned and untuned instruments musically
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of
high-quality live and recorded music
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using
the inter-related dimensions of music.

Unit: I Wanna Play In A Band
Style: Rock
Topic and cross curricular links: Teamwork, working together.
The Beatles. Historical context of musical styles.
NC:
 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs
and speaking chants and rhymes
 play tuned and untuned instruments musically
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of
high-quality live and recorded music
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the
inter-related dimensions of music.

Who am I? Where do I fit in? What is my place in the
world?
 ask questions they find interesting or puzzling and explore
possible answers
 identify and explore questions about their own and
others’ experiences and feelings about their identity and
place in the world
 learn that some questions cause people to wonder and
are difficult to answer
 learn that religions may have different answers to
questions about the meaning and purpose of life
Unit: Zootime
Style: Reggae
Topic and cross curricular links: Animals, poetry and the
historical context of musical styles.
NC:
 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing
songs and speaking chants and rhymes
 play tuned and untuned instruments musically
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of
high-quality live and recorded music
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using
the inter-related dimensions of music.
Unit: Friendship Song
Style: Coming soon!
Topic and cross curricular links: Coming soon!
NC:
 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing
songs and speaking chants and rhymes
 play tuned and untuned instruments musically
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of
high-quality live and recorded music
experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using
the inter-related dimensions of music.

British Values

Individual Liberty Lesson 1: How do I feel?
 I am developing an awareness of my own needs, views
and feelings
 I can talk about how I feel
 I can be sensitive to and respect the feelings of others

Individual Liberty Lesson 3: My Many Coloured Day
 I am developing an awareness of my own needs, views and
feelings
 I can talk about how I feel
 I can be sensitive to and respect the feelings of others

Individual Liberty Lesson 2: Only One You
 I am developing an awareness of my own needs, views
and feelings
 I can talk about how I feel
 I can be sensitive to and respect the feelings of others

Mutual respect and tolerance Lesson 1: Everyone is special
 I know that there are similarities and differences between
people: likes, gender, appearance, abilities, families, cultural
backgrounds, etc.
 I know that people have things in common but everyone is
unique.
 I can identify and respect the similarities and differences
between people.

Mutual respect and tolerance Lesson 2: Everyone is special
 I know that there are similarities and differences between
people: likes, gender, appearance, abilities, families,
cultural backgrounds, etc.
 I know that people have things in common but everyone
is unique.
 I can identify and respect the similarities and differences
between people.
Mutual respect and tolerance Lesson 1: Welcome to our
class
 I know that there are similarities and differences between
people: likes, gender, appearance, abilities, families,
cultural backgrounds, etc.
 I know that people have things in common but everyone
is unique.
 I can identify and respect the similarities and differences
between people.

